
How to Use Glue as Stopout  

Researcher’s Name: Olivia Arau McSweeney, Pace Knowles-Donnelly, Margo Temple, 2019 

Materials:  

.032 Copper 

Elmer's School Glue 

Elmer's Natural School Glue Stick 

PVA Glue 

Nori Paste 

Glue Stick 

Methods: 

In this experiment we used five different kinds of glue: PVA, Glue Sticks, Elmer's Glue, Nori 
Paste and Elmer's Green Glue Stick 

Step 1:Degrease Plate 

 First, degrease the plates before application, to ensure proper adhesion of the image. After 
degreasing, rinse with hot water (to speed up water evaporation) and dry with clean newsprint.  

Non-toxic degreasers/polishers: 

-Soy Sauce 

-Bon Ami mixed with water to form a paste (if a polish is needed) 

Step 2:  

Make image on your plate and use the glue to stop out the values you would like to etch first. For 
areas that are more heavily saturated with glue, allow to dry for 12-15 minutes and for less about 
5 minutes.  

Glue sticks:  



Glue sticks worked very well as stop out. For the higher etch times it started to dissolve slightly 
but not a noticeable amount. In the second row from the bottom, Liz experimented with using a 
brush and water to paint the glue on. This technique was less successful in stopping out the acid.  

PVA: 

PVA was also extremely successful in its stopout abilities. It is perhaps the most toxic however 
because it is ‘PolyVinyl Acrylic’ but its different from conventional stop out. If it is applied 
thickly it can take a significant amount of time to dry, but the result is no different than if applied 
an even thin coat. It did take several rounds of scrubbing with estisol 250 to completely remove 
the glue after etching.  

Nori Paste: 

Nori Paste is traditionally used as an adhesive for delicate paper, such as in bookbinding and 
chine-colle. This glue was the least successful of the group of adhesives. It was able to hold up 
for a 1 minute etch and started to breakdown for a 5 minute etch even though the 1 minute etch 
was reapplied after every etch. The 12 and 20 minute etches were almost completely dissolved 
by the acid. Even when applied after every etch for the 1 minute etch and in heavier thicknesses, 
there were many spaces that were left unprotected and inevitably etched. This is not a very good 
reliable stop out but there is great potential for experimental image making. It is also not an 
acrylic based glue.  

Elmer's School Glue:  

Elmer's School Glue was a great candidate for stopout. It held up when etched for up to 20 
minutes without dissolving in the acid. We experimented with using water to thin the glue so it 
could be more easily brushed on and it did not significantly break down.  

Elmer's Green Glue Stick: 

We found out that Elmer’s sold a ‘natural’ glue stick which we were very excited to try out! 
Unfortunately, the longer etch times broke down the glue similarly to the nori paste. It did create 
some beautiful texture, but it is perhaps not the best substitute for a reliable stopout. We were not 
able to find the MDMS Sheet for the Green Gluestick, but based on the way it is marketed and 
the way the acid broke it down, we are assuming that it is a natural based glue.  

Step 3: Etch your plate as you normally would and print it accordingly 

 


