
HOW TO LETTERPRESS -- KELSEY EDITION  
 
Set up your type in the chase! 
❏ Pick your poison -- metal or wood. Secure the type in the chase with help from spacers 

and quoins -- lock it in with the key!  
❏ Place chase back into press.  

 
 

Prepare the press for printing (and yourself)! 
❏ Get your registration and packing ready! 

a. To register your prints -- use the gauges to secure your paper in place.  
b. There is already packing in the press -- do a test print and adjust according 

to the pressure you desire.  
❏ Choose your desired ink and apply it to the inking disk. 

a. With a palette knife -- apply 1 tsp. ink to disk.  
b. Charge rollers about 3 times to evenly distribute ink to rollers and disk.  

 
 
Printing!  
❏ Charge rollers and ink type 2-3 times for each print.  
❏ Every 8 - 10 prints, check your progress and re-ink the disk!  

 
 
Clean up time!  
❏ Detach ink disk, remove rollers and remove chase from press and bring them to a glass 

table.  
a. Clean all of the above first with Crisco, next with Estisol 242.  
b. Reattach disk and rollers. 
c. Take apart the chase and return the type, spacers and quoins to their 

respective homes.  
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

HOW TO LETTERPRESS -- SHOWCARD EDITION  
 

Set up your type in the chase! 
❏ Pick your poison -- metal or wood. Secure the type in the chase with help from spacers 

and quoins -- lock it in with the key!  
❏ Place chase back into press.  

 
Prepare the press for printing (and yourself)! 
❏ Pressure!  

a. The pressure for the press should be set -- to make sure look to the knob on the 
top left of the press to see if there are 2 red lines visible.  

❏ Get your registration ready! 
a. Use the lines and numbers on the bed of the press to place your chase 
b. Secure the chase to the press with the four magnets.  

i. Make sure that your paper is long enough to attach into the paper grippers 
and print your chase.  

❏ Choose your desired ink and apply it to the inking disk.  
a. With a palette knife apply 1 tbsp. of ink to the inking disk.  

i. To distribute the ink evenly to the disk and rollers -- use foot pedal to 
rotate disk and roll the rollers back and forth over the disk about 6 times.  

      b.   On the 6th pass over the inking disk -- ink up your type!  
❏ Paper!  

a. Now it is time to hook your paper into the paper grippers. 
i. Use the lever on the back of the press to grip your paper.  

 
Printing!  
❏ Charged rollers 3 times for each print, on the 3rd charge ink the type (1 pass). 
❏ After your paper is hooked in and fall on top of the chase and your type is inked-- it is 

time to print! 
a. Roll the impression cylinder over your chase.  
b. On the come back, lift the bar, lifting the cylinder above your chase, ensuring a 

clean print.  
❏ Re-ink with 1 tbsp. every 10 prints.  



 
Clean up time!  
❏ Use newsprint to remove as much excess ink as possible.  
❏ Remove the rollers and chase from press and bring them to a glass table. Ink disk does 

not detach so you will have to clean it and the press.  
d. Clean all of the above first with Crisco, next with Estisol 242.  
e. Reattach disk and rollers. 
f. Take apart the chase and return the type, spacers and quoins to their 

respective homes.  


